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\ 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 


FOR  THE  YEAR  19a2. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Third  Annual 
Report  on  the  Public  Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  of 
your  District. 

As  in  previous  years  I am  following  out  the  lines  indicated 
in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  359,  dated  January  10th, 


1923. 


This  Report  will  be  an  "Ordinary  Report”  as  defined 
in  paragraph  3 of  Circular  269. 

1 have  the  honour  to  remain 


Your  obedient  servant, 


3,  King’s  Road, 

Salisbury,  April,  1923. 


A.  H.  Wilson, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GENERAL  STASTITICS. 

Area  (Acres)  : 63,454. 

Population  : For  death  rate,  10,430.  For  birth  rate,  16,770. 
Eateable  Value  : £69,517. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  : £242  Os.  4d. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Births.  Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ...  164 

168  ) , 

Illegitimate  ...  6 

Q [ Males, 

170. 

Females,  176. 

1922. 

1921. 

1920. 

Birth  rate 

21.9 

19.8 

27.2 

England  and  Wales 

20.6 

22.4 

25.4 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths  (Civilian  only) 

53 

53 

106 

1922. 

1921. 

1920. 

Death  rate 

lO.l 

10.4 

10.8 

England  and  Wales 

12.9 

12.1 

12.4 

Number  of  deaths  of  Infants 

under  one  year  of 

age 

Legitimate — Males,  7.  Females,  7.  Illegitimate — Male, 

1.  Total, 

15. 

1922. 

1921. 

1920. 

Infantile  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  births) 

43.3 

66 

60 

England  and  Wales  (per  1,000  births) 

77 

83.0 

60 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages) 

0 

1 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages) 

0 

0 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age) 
Number  of  women  dying  in  consequence  of  child 

2 

3 

birth 

1 

1 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Cases.  Admitted  Hospital. 

Deatiis. 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  fever 

35 

34 

0 

Enteric  (including  paratyphoid)  . 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  fever 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

8 

0 

0 

Treated  In 

Notified. 

at  Home.  Hospital. 

Vision. 

Deaths. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  1 

1 0 

not  impaired 

0 

Tuberculosis. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

(a)  Pulmonary 

5 

9 

14 

(b)  Non-pulmonary 

0 

1 

1 

The  District  has  remained  free 

from  infectious 

disease  during 

the  year 

except  for  scarlet  fever,  which  arose  mainly  in  Tilshead,  where  there  were  20  cases, 
and  in  Figheldean,  where  there  were  10  cases  ; of  the  other  five,  two  were  in 
Orcheston  St.  Mary  and  two  eventually  proved  not  to  be  scarlet  fever. 

I have  included  these  cases  in  a ‘ special  report  ” submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Plealth  on  infectious  disease  in  the  whole  of  my  combined  districts,  of  which  a copy 
has  been  presented  to  you. 

The  death  in  connection  with  child  birth  mentioned  above  was  caused  by 
pulmonary  embolism  in  a patient  outside  the  district,  but  treated  as  ^an  inward 
transferable  death  by  the  Registrar  General. 

Tuberculosis. — Of  the  ten  deaths  recorded  from  this  disease  by  the  Registrar  only 
four  had  been  previously  notified  to  me;  it  is  true  that  after  communicating  with  the 
Doctor  who  gave  tlie  death  certificates  I received  three  notifications,  and  one  case 
died  outside  the  district  hut  was  assigued  tjo  it  by  the  Registrar  General. 


The  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  nursed  at  home,  was  only  of  moderate 
severity  and  sustained  no  impairment  of  vision. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  infectious  diseases  is  supplied  as  usual  by  the  Salisbury 
and  Amesbury  Joint  Hospital  Board.  During  the  year  all  the  notified  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  except  one  were  admitted  to  the  Hospital  for  treatment. 

The  Hospital  Board  also  has  provision  for  small  pox  at  a separate  building. 

Other  hospital  and  nursing  arrangements  are  supplied  by  the  voluntary  organis- 
ations in  the  district,  in  Salisbury  or  by  the  County  Council  under  their  various 
schemes. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  of  diphtheria  swabs  are  paid  for  by  the  Council  and 
anti-toxin  is  supplied  to  practitioners  free. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  Etc. 

P.H.A.A.A.,  Part  III. 

Bye-laws — (1)  New  Buildings  ; (2)  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.  ; (3)  Eegulations 
under  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order. 

SANITARY  ADMINISI  RATION. 

Retail  Purveyors  and  Wholesale  Producers  of  Milk. — 

Number  of  wholesale  producers  (registered)  ...  ...  46 

,,  retail  purveyors  ‘ ...  ...  29 

,,  cows  (milch)  approx.  ...  ...  1222 

The  condition  of  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  the  district  is  generally  good. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. — Factories  and  Woi  kshops  are  usually  visited  twice 
yearly.  Two  new  workshops  were  added  to  the  Register  during  the  year. 

Number  of  inspections,  56.  Defects  found,  9.  Defects  remedied,  9. 

Water  Supply. — No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  water  supply  of  the  District. 
The  surface  well  still  predominates.  During  the  drought  many  wells  went  dry. 
Advantage  was  taken  of  this  to  get  the  wells  cleaned  out  where  necessary.  Several 
were  cleaned  out  without  my  interference. 

Nuisances. — Number  of  nuisances  reported,  52.  Number  of  informal  notices 
served,  35.  Number  of  statutory  notices  served,  0.  Number  of  nuisances  abated,  46 

Privies  and  Earth  Closet  Conversions. — During  the  year  two  privies  were  con- 
verted to  earth  closets  and  five  earth  closets  to  water  closets 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  is  one  slaughter  house  and  one  knacker’s  yard  in  the 
District.  The  former  was  inspected  very  frequently  and  is  in  every  way  sanitary  and 
satisfactory.  The  knacker’s  yard  is  inspected  twice  yearly  and  its  condition  is 
generally  good. 

Disinfection. — Formalin  is  solely  used  for  disinfecting  purposes  and  is  applied  by 
means  of  a spraying  machine  or  in  the  form  of  lamps  which  emit  formalin  gas. 
Three  verminous  houses  were  disinfected  during  the  year. 

Bakehouses.  — There  are  17  Bakehouses  in  the  District  and  one  in  course  of 
erection.  These  remain  unaltered  and  are  generally  in  very  good  condition.  All  are 
visited  twice  yearly,  when  the  occupiers  are  called  upon  if  necessary  to  whitewash. 

The  Public  Health  Staff  remains  the  same,  viz.,  Medical  Otficer  of  Health  and 
Sanitary  Inspector  who  also  acts  as  Read  Surveyor. 


HOUSING. 

1.  Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

(h)  As  part  of  a municipal  housing  scheme  ..  ..  ...  0 

2.  Unfit  dwelling  houses. 

Inspection  — (l)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  • ■ ...  116 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ..  86 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  'ound  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unf'tfor  human  habitation  ...  ...  2 

V r 

y i 


4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  rerpecDS  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  . •••  ...  ...  _ 4 

3.  Eemedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  21 

4.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning  &c., 

Act,  1919. 

1,  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 


requiring  repairs---  ...  ...  ...  --  0 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  : — 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  0 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention 

to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ---  --.  ’35 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  ; — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  --  ...  ---  ...  29 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  0 


C. — Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909. 

1.  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making  of 

Closing  Orders.  ...  ...  ...  2 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  -.  ...  ...  2 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  to  which  Closing  Orders 

were  determined,  the  dwelling  houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  0 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ---  0 

5.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  ...  --  ...  ...  ...  6 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (Civilians  only). 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

All  Causes 

&3 

53 

23 

Appendicitis  and  typhlitis  . 

1 

Enteric  fever 

24 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

2 

Small-pox 

25 

Acute  aud  chronic  nephritis 

1 

3 

Measles 

26 

Puerpieral  sepsis 

4 

Scarlet  fever 

27 

Other  accidents  and  disease 

6 

Whooping  cough 

of  pregnancy  and  parturition 

1 

6 

Diphtheria 

28 

Congenital  debility  and  mal- 

7 

Influenza 

2 

3 

formation,  premature  birth 

2 

3 

8 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

29 

Suicide 

1 

9 

Meningococcal  meningitis  ... 

30 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

2 

10 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 

31 

Other  defined  disease 

17 

6 

system 

4 

6 

32 

Causes  ill-deflued  or  unknown 

11 

Other  tuberculous  disease 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

12 

Cancer,  malignant  diseases  .. 

3 

4 

Poliomyelitis 

13 

Hheumalic  fever 

1 

Polioencephalitis 

14 

Diahetes 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

— 

1.1 

Cerebral  luumorrhage,  tike.  ... 

4 

2 

Total 

7 

7 

10 

Heart  disease 

7 

10 

Illegitimate 

1 

17 

Aeterio-sclerosis 

3 

Total  Births 

170 

176 

18 

I’ronchitis 

7 

9 

Begitimate 

164 

168 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

3 

2 

Illegitimate 

6 

8 

20 

Other  respiratory  disease  ... 

Population:  — 

21 

Tllcerof  stomach  ordnodcnvim 

For  Hii  th  Kate 

15770 

22 

Diarrhoea,  Ac.  (under  2 year*) 

1 

1 

For  Death  Kate 

104.30 

